L T—

e i’ gn \
it PNy
[ant [Vansy 1B

S G 7)) .‘.-"‘}.:\'

B2 el WY
71N =

OPENING NIGHT IN 1997

OPENING NIGHT OF WICKED, 2017

BOOK ATOUR ;
of the Empire Theatre by cont-aébﬁg
4698 9900 or events@empiretheatre'}com.au

*Please Note: Tours are subject to availability

TO MAKE A DONATION

Scan the QR code below and put dreams on stage!

empiretheatre.com.au | 1300 655 299
Empire Theatres Pty Ltd 54 - 56 Neil St Toowoomba

Production by the Empire Theatres Foundation History Program
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THE EMPIRE THEATRE

The Empire Theatre originally opened with the latest technology on
29 June 1911 as ‘Empire Pictures’, but when fire broke out in the
early evening of 22 February 1933, most of the original theatre was
destroyed. The northern and southern walls were the only thing left
standing and were incorporated into the rebuilding of the theatre,
completed and reopened on 27 November the same year. This
rebuild was done in the detailed art deco style popular at the time.
Its seating capacity was 2400 patrons.
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THE THEATRE FOLLOWING THE 1933 FIRE
For many years the Empire was the cultural hub of Toowoomba,

a meeting place and regular entertainment spot for the

entire community. By 1971, competition from other forms of
entertainment, including television, resulted in the eventual
closure of the large theatre. After closure, the theatre was used
as a warehouse and by the local TAFE before falling into disrepair.
It sat, slowly decaying and seemingly lost forever, until a need for
Toowoomba to have a performing arts complex saw the Empire
Theatre undergo an award-winning restoration before holding a

grand reopening on 28 June 1997.

Heritage listed by the National Trust, the theatre now boasts the
latest purpose-built facilities, as well as retaining the grandeur
and superb acoustics of the original building, with the interior
faithfully restored to the finest detail. The unique backlit grand
proscenium arch, thought to be the only one of its kind in the

1801
Two transepts with cheir & ministers’ vestry
added to the Empire Church Theatre

Organ installed in Empire Church Theatre,

sound integrated in Auditerium for film

n Hemispherf, features custom |ighting to per{: :t|y frame
any Oézasic’n, combi?‘ed with househghts provided by a series of

A [ ]
de ative sconces.

An ;:he'r architecturalthero of the theatre is the |-:3ng art-deco style
|ig|‘1t set into the -:eiling which became

known as the ‘bomber Fight’ during World

War Il, either because the shape was

reminiscent of a bomber or because there

were fears a bombing would create falling

shards from the |ight and cause danger to

audg'l‘y'\ce members. The Fc:yers feature the

ori, inal warm brick walls from 1911 with
the modern additions c.-::rnp|e

origina| theatre.

Since reopening in 1997, the Empire Theatre
has bEE®me-a full performing arts precinct
with the addition of the Empire Church
Theatre, Empire Studio and newest space, THE BOMBER LIGHT
The Armitage Centre, Fixing its p|ace as the

|arg t per’f-::rrning arts theatre in regic:na| Australia.
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RECENT REFURBISHMEI‘&T

From late 2018 - 2019, the Empire Theatre underwent a signiJr_i-::ant

refurbishment, requiring the closure of the main venue for several

1828 1971
Theatre Manager Bob Dodd retires &

Empire Theatre closes

The Armitage Centre

meonths, during which the Empire Church Theatre and Ar.rf_nitage
Centre were fully operational and heavily utilised until the main
theatre reopened for the c-Penirug ruight Per{orma nce of Empire
Theatre's major 1:.'rrc:-duc:t'|c:-r1f Kink_y‘ Boots, in March 2019.

The E‘_mpire Theatre auditorium and fc-yers were ::omp|ete|y
repainted and rec:arpeted and a new seating system was installed.
The Ticketing Office was beautifu”y updated a|ong with Signiﬂcant

ments made to bathrooms and {oyer areas inc|uding The
Sﬁlth Ba which was expanded to include a |arger space toward
thi front ?fthe theatre, mow frequer|t|y used for pre and post
show eni;é;tainment.

—=——EMPIRE=

THE THEATRE

The final stage of the refurbishment, which saw an external
|ighting upgrade, dressing room renewal, Studio space
functionality and amenity updates and a Stage Door reception 4

area renovation, was ::om|:)|eted in mid-2021. J

The current bui|ding features modern seating for 1561 patrons,
state of the art a]r—c:c:-nditic:-ning, bars and |our1ge areas, with
purpose built bax:kstage areas and excellent technical ca pa bilities

to stage the most com P|ex of Prc:-ductic-ns.

2014 2019

Refurbishment of auditorium &

opens foyers completed in March

July 11 - The Empire Theatre recpened to restricted
audience numbers after the COVID-19 closure with

THE ARMITAGE CENTRE

The Empire Theatre’s newest performance space opened in
2014. The Armitage Centreis a unique, medium sized and
flexible venue, featuring high qua“ty technical equipment and
state of the art facilities inc|udir‘|g retractable rows of tiered
seating that can easi|y be stowed away to provide 400m2 of

OPEH versati|e sPace.

Boasting P|easant surrounds inc|uding an attractive forecourt
as well as relaxing foyers (St Baker Foyer and Geoffrey Rush
Room) and bar, it is the ideal location for a wide variety of

events Er‘ld PerFormances.

THE ARMITAGE CENTRE EXTERIOR (TOP), TIERED SEATING ABOVE LEFT & TABLES SET UP ABOVE RIGHT

2020 2022

The Empire Theatre celebrates
25 years of operations

The Empire Strikes Back performance series

1877 1911
Empire Church Theatre built by Richard Gedsall,
designed by Willoughby Powell

‘Empire Pictures’

Empire Theatre opens 29 June as

1933 1997
Fire breaks out the evening of 22 Feb

destroying most of the original theatre

Empire Theatre recpens in art deco style, becoming the

largest performing arts precinct in regional Australia

2017 2020
The Empire Theatre celebrates 20

years of opera tions

March 18 - The Empire Theatre closed due to
COVID-19 pandemic government restrictions

2020

Movember 17 - The Empire Theatre was able to
operate at 100% audience capacity again




